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Meeting Nov 5 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture - 
Ms Mary White 
Meeting Dec 3. - Algae - MrG Bennison 
Excureion Nov 7 Fell's Gully - Greg Binns 
Nov 17 National Herbarium 
Excursion F 


Dec 5 Mt Doran, Lal Lal — Pat Murphy 


Artwork - Stella Bedggood (1977) TS 
« Ss 


President : Dr. K. McDonnell Ph:053 326800 Meetings as specified are held 


Secretary: Mr. J. Gregurke 394993 at the School of Mines and 
Treasurer: Mrs. F. Williamson 327631 Industries, Lydiard Street Sth, 
Editor: Mc. A. Dyson 413948 Art Building, commencing at 7.30 


p.m. EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, 
COMMENCE FROM BOOK CITY, cnr 
STURT AND ARMSTRONG STS, BALLARAT 
at 9.30 a.m. for FULL DAY OUTING: 
OR at 1.30 p.m. for HALF DAY. 


Field Reports: October Meeting 


Lyndsay Fink: Pair of Wood Duck with 7 ducklings by roadside. Protective 
behaviour was shown by parents hissing at car with wide 
open beak. 

Frank Harrap: Thumping on a hollow tree at Inverleigh Common flushed a 

Shelduck out of a hollow with an opening 3 to 4 metres 
above the ground. 
Pair of adult Wedge-tailed Eagles and a young bird 
observed over Wombat Forest. 

Ken McDonnell: The plants flowering at Inverleigh common have changed 
significantly since the club excursion last month. There are 
now many Golden Moth and Greenhood orchids flowering. 
At Serendip a Cape Barren Goose walked down the middle 
of a lancway, undeterred by visitors, lined up the contre of 
path and took off - obviously a private runway. 

Kit Williamson: Pair of Gang Gang Cockatoos in the Northern Grampians. 

Allan Morrison: Flock of 20 Orange-bellied Parrots seen at Queenscliff 
Golf Course. Also heard that Orange-bellied Parrots have 
been sighted at Moama. 


Bessiceo prostate 
S.B. 1977 


November 17: National Herbarium Excursion. Meet at 1.20pm. 
November 23: 7.30pm, Committee meeting at Dyson's, Durham Lead. 
November 26-28: Club Campout at Stuart Mill. 

October 7-16 1994: WVFNCA Field Studies Skills Workshop at Anglesea. 
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ORCHIDS of the BALLARAT DISTRICT 
No. 12 of a series 


Botanical Name: Thelymitra ixioides 


Common Names: Dotted Sun Orchid 
Spotted Sun Orchid 


Flowering time: October to November. 


Habitat: Widespread and common in 
most open bushland areas of the 
Ballarat district, particularly 
where the land has been left 
undisturbed. 

This attractive orchid can 
be a slender to moderately 
sturdy plant,10- 20 cm. high. f  THELYMITRA 
The leaf is about 15cm. long, ; 
narrow and grass like; fine 
stem bracts, usually 2, are 
approximately 20 mm long. The flowers, 1-5, 
on slender stalks are mostly pink, blue or mauve, 
the dorsal sepal and lateral petals with deeper 
blue dots. The column is three lobed with white, 
pink or mauve hair tufts on the side lobes.Being 
a sun orchid, its flowers usually open fully 
during bright sunshine, but if weather conditions 
are cool and cloudy, the flowers stay almost 
fully closed. Sometimes flowers are without spots 
and quite often white flowers occur. 


The following forms occur in Victoria : 
Thelymitra ixioides var.ixioides, 
Thelymitra ixioides var.subdifformis, 
Thelymitra x truncata 
(=Thelymitra ixioides var.truntata) 


I have not seen these forms in the Ballarat district. 


PJM. 


HAKEAS —- Hazel Edwards 


Hazel was the guest speaker at our meeting in 
October. She is a member of SGAP and a leader 
of the study group (of hakeas) within SGAP. 


Hakeas belong to the family Proteaceae - an 
ancient group of plants which also includes 
grevilleas, proteas, banksias and lomatias. 


There are approximately 150 species of hakea and 
most will grow in Melbourne. Hazel herself has 
about 70 species in her own garden. She lists two 
basic needs - (1) light and (2) good drainage. 
Nurseries do not stock many species but collected 
seed will usually germinate. Hazel has had success 
with seed kept up to 10 years. They can also be 
propogated by cuttings. They will take heavy 
pruning and are generally extremely hardy. Very 
little fertilising is recommended. Plants in 
domestic gardens are best left unstaked in wind 
exposed areas but given some protection with small 
windbreaks( such as a "cairn" of small stones). 


Hakeas and grevilleas have similarities and 
identification of hakeas is best done through 
study of the woody seed cases and seeds. The seed 
cases usually persist on the plant until death or 
burning when they open to release winged seeds. 
All seed capsules open from stem to stem whereas 
the grevillea may be open for only three quarters 
of its length - it is always joined partly down 
one side. Hazel showed slides demonstrating the 
variation in colours, shapes and sizes of seed 
cases. 


We saw a number of excellent slides and Hazel gave 
valuable commentary while showing them ... 


Hakea Nitida - a shrub of 2 to 3 metres with 


creamy white soft loose flowers almost completely 
covering the plant. 


a 


Hakea Verrucosa - thick needle like leaves and 
deep pink flowers which appear for several months 
during the winter. Verrucosa provides good nesting 
sites and food supplies for birds, as do many of 
the hakeas. 


Hakea Trifurcata - with leaves usually terete but 
during flowering flat leaves develop. The woody 
fruit capsules are almost identical to these 
leaves. 


Hakea Varia - leaf variation - tapered and 
usually, but not always, divided leaves. Varia has 
white flowers in loose spreading clusters in egreat 
profusion during the spring. 


Hakea Multilineata - a striking and popular hakea 
which grows to nearly 3 metres. It has long 
densely clustered red and pink flower spikes 
contrasting with long, fine greyish foliage. It 
flowers for up to 5 months from July/August. 


Hakea Victoriae (Royal hakea) - a native of WA (as 
many hakeas are). It has outstanding foliage but 
in Victoria cold conditions (except apparently in 
the Horsham area) inhibit the colour variation. 
The broad leaves change colour as they age from 
yellow to orange to a deep rich red. 


Hakea Sericae - one of the species which lengthen 
the leaves at the time of flowering. Sericae can 
grow to 5 metres with very prickly needle like 
leaves. AS with many: of the needle leaved species 
the new growth is a spectacular bronze colour. 
Sericae bears clusters of white (often tinged with 
pink) flowers for long periods during winter and 
spring. VLD. 


EUCALYPTS OF _THE BALLARAT DISTRICT 
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LORDS OF ANTARCTICA (continued) 


We cruised towards Mawson Base. The supply 
ship Aurora Australis was being unloaded. The 
base was 40Km away so they took all day to ferry 
the supplies by helicopter. We Aussies were to 
be allowed to see the base and it was not until 
llpm that we left the helicopter deck. To fill 
in time we had a delicious barbecue luncheon on 
the fast ice. We had to watch our step as there 
were wave fractures. I chose to go to another 
Emperor Penguin rookery where there were many 
more chicks than adults. Still more towering 
gcebergs gave protection to the rookery. The 
sound of the helicopter did seem to affect the 
penguins even though the pilots flew well away 
from the birds and we landed this time well over 
1 Km from the birds. There was still time for 
a zodiac ride in the "harbour". Here were Adelie 
and Emperor Penguins standing on the edge of the 
ice just looking at us. The icebergs were dripping 
with icicles - reminiscent of stalactites ina 
limestone cave. Two helicopters went to Mawson 
Base so there was a ballot to fill the 7 places 
after the 9 Australians were allocated their seats. 
About 70 scientists and others man the base in 
the summer. We saw the 6 huskies which had been 
left to end their days there in relative comfort. 
They were too old for working dogs. We were shown 
over the base - the hospital, living quarters and 
recreation area etc. The men had had a busy day 
so we left at midnight. 

The average is,1 blizzard a week and it is 
the windiest inhabited place on earth. Common- 
wealth Bay, much further East, where Mawson's 
hut still stands is supposed to be the windiest 
place on earth - 300Km winds have been recorded. 


H® 


Australian Native Mammals xviii 
Squirrel Glider (Petaurus norfolcensis) 


Similar in size to the Sugar Glider but with a 
more pointed face and nearly twice it's size. It 
is,however, far rarer and more restricted in range, 

It inhabits dry sclerophyl forests and woodlands 
and is apsent from the dense coastal regions. 

It has a similar diet to the Sugar Glider and 
also nests in leaf lined hollows and breeds at 
Similar times, the young being to five. Botn spe- 
cies being strikingly similar. There has been int- 
erpreeding between the two in captivity. The 
shrill yapping has not been recorded but the defia- 
ant gurgling chatter is the same. 

Altnougn more common in places where both exist 
it may be endangered especially in the southern 
part of it's range in places the most important 
habitat is tne vegetation on roadsides and rivers 

It appears that clearing land has left it less 
adaptable than it's smaller relative, research is 
urgent to document it's gtatus, distribution ana 

pitat requirements. 3; 
ares sitounel still be found in the Ballarat area 

“pernaps more to the northern areas, 

There are two subspecies. 


oe. aS : OG) et Pier Elfin. 
EUCALYPTS (co~im~eu Rom 0.0) 


E. obliqua .. messmate £._polyanthemos 


" baxteri .. brown stringybark 
_ ™  macrorhyncha .. red stringy- 
bark , 
* aromaphloia .. scent—bark 
" radiata .. narrow-leaved 
peppermint 
" dives .. broad-leaved. 
: peppermint. |. 


E. rubida .. cendlebark gum 
" viminalis .. manna gum 
camaldulensis .. river red gum 
Ovata .. swamp gum 

pauciflora .. snow gum 
leucoxylon .. white ironbark 
sideroxylon .. red ironbark 
polyanthemos .. red box 
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